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from fifteen to sixteen feet in height, and with a deep
ditch, wherewith nature had strongly fortified this
place on three sides,—there remaining only a little
space which was weaker than the others.

It was at that point that the enemy made a breach
at daybreak, but so secretly and promptly that he was
master of the place before people had put themselves
on the defensive,—all being then in a deep sleep,
and not having leisure to reconnoiter their situation.
Thus this village was taken, almost without striking
a blow, there having been only ten Iroquois [35]
killed. Part of the Hurons — men, women, and chil-
dren—were massacred then and there; the others
were made captives, and reserved for cruelties more
terrible than death.

Three men alone escaped, almost naked, across the
snows; they bore the alarm and terror to another and
neighboring village, about a league distant. This
first village was the one which we called Saint Ignace,
which had been abandoned by most of its people at
the beginning of the Winter,—the most apprehensive
and most clear-sighted having withdrawn from it,
foreboding the danger; thus the loss of it was not
so considerable, and amounted only to about four
hundred souls.

The enemy does not stop there; he follows up his
victory, and before Sunrise he appears in arms to
attack the village of Saint Louys, which was fortified
with a fairly good stockade. Most of the women,
and the children, had just gone from it, upon hear-
ing the news which had arrived regarding the
approach of the Iroquois. The people of most cour-
age, about eighty persons, being resolved to [36]
defend themselves well, repulse with courage the


